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ISDS statement – Covid-19
THE health and well-being of our members, 
competitors, sponsors, volunteers and staff is of
paramount importance. Advice from the Government
and health officials regarding Covid-19 is changing
weekly with restrictions being implemented and 
enforced. Considering this, we have concluded that
all National, International and World trials will not

take place this year.

Local Trials
Based on advice issued by the UK Government on
March 16, specifically regarding restrictions on 
non-essential travel and contact, local trials should
not continue. Points awarded at any local open trials
will not be accepted by the ISDS from March 18 
onwards; and this will continue until further notice.

Any affiliated local society that has purchased the
ISDS Insurance must contact the office to raise a
credit, as this insurance will be null and void as of

March 18, 2020.

Major Trials – National, International & World

We can confirm that the four Nationals will take
place next year from the last weekend of July and
continue through to the end of August. The 
International will take place from September 10 to
12, 2021, with the International being held in Wales
as it would have done so for 2020. 
With regards to the World Trial, we are finalising 
details with our hosts, Castle Howard Estate, and we
hope to be able to schedule the World Trial to run
from September 16 to 19, 2021. Once we have this
confirmed, details will be released. We can confirm
that entries for the trial will be based on all 
qualifications as per the scheduled 2020 World Trial.

We appreciate your support during this period of 
uncertainty.

Out of office – working from home...

THE Society’s office staff are currently working from home, but our telephone system is working as

normal, therefore if you would like to speak with a member of our team then just call the usual 

number – 01234 352672.
A vast amount of our work is received through the post and currently our procedures are very heavily

paper based. Therefore one of our immediate tasks during the first phase of working from home was to 
organise for all Royal Mail post to be redirected. We had an initial delay of two weeks before we received
any post. However, we are working through our backlog as quickly as possible.

We had to rewrite and implement adapted registration procedures, allowing us to work as close as 
possible to provide an ‘as normal’ service. However, the safety of our staff is our priority and we will do 
everything we can to protect them. Therefore we are not allowing them to leave the house for work-related
duties such as visiting the post office and banks, this obviously has a knock-on effect to you our members
and we thank you all for being understanding. We assure you that we have an excellent process in place and
that as soon as we return to the office, we will issue all related paperwork that is produced during this 
period.

Where possible please refrain from paying for member services by cheque as we are currently unable to
accept this payment method. When sending or emailing correspondence to the office please make a note of
your telephone number on the paperwork and we will call you to take payment over the phone. Our 
preferred mode of correspondence when issuing invoices and confirmation of work carried out will be via
email, this is due to our no post policy that is currently in force. 

To keep up to date with news and any changes to our procedures,
please visit the ISDS online newsroom: isds.org.uk/newsroom/ or 
follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/TheISDS/
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Ian takes up Chairman’s role
THE ISDS has a new Chairman in post following the
Society’s annual meetings held in Kendal.

At the AGM, held on February 1, more than 100
ISDS directors made the trip to Cumbria. Standing
for election were Ian Fleming, of Douglas, Lanark,
and John McCullough, of Portadown, Co. Armagh. 

Both candidates gave a 10 minute presentation to
the directors before the vote was taken by ballot.

It was a closely contested contest, but Ian won the
election and will hold the position of chairman for
the next three years.

Ian said he has had a lifelong fascination with all
things sheepdog.

At the age of 14 he bought his first pup from a
neighbouring shepherd, and his father paid for his
lifetime membership of the ISDS.

Born and brought up on a hill sheep farm in the
southern uplands of Scotland, Ian took over the farm
tenancy at the age of 22. During the negotiation 
process with Douglas and Angus Estates, Ian met 
Estate owner Sir Alec Douglas-Home, a former
Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary.

Over the next 20 years Ian negotiated tenancies of
several other farms and his enterprise grew. His close
connection and good relationship with the Estate 
resulted in him being asked to take on the role of 
Estate Factor, a position he held for almost 20 years
until he retired three years ago.

Ian has also been appointed a Tweed 
Commissioner, to help oversee the management of
the River Tweed, he has been appointed to the board
of the Scottish Land and Estates Group and is an 
advisory board member to two companies.

He has served as an ISDS Director and on 
Council, and has also been course director at some of
the Society’s major trials, including last year’s 
International at Brechin.

During his presentation Ian said: “Three years ago
I retired and have now returned to my sheep farming
roots. I have employed the same shepherd for 30
years and his son has now joined the team, so giving
me more time to pursue other interests. 

“Other interests in my case inevitably means
sheepdogs.”

Ian also spoke of the skills he has gained during
his career and life, which would help him in his role
as Chairman.

He added: “With me you have a blank sheet, I
have no issues, no hidden agenda to pursue.

“My vaules are the old fashioned ones of honesty,
integrity and respect. I firmly believe that everyone’s
view, whether you agree with it or not, has merit and

should be respected.
“A good chairman must nurture the immense skill

base of our members and should encourage as much
as possible their participation in the running of the
Society.

“All of you who volunteer your time and talents
are the lifeblood of this Society. If I were elected I
would endeavour to engender an ethos in the Society
where Council members, directors and ordinary
members, whether here or abroad, feel valued and
proud to be members of our Society.

“I believe there should be openness and 
transparency so that as much as possible we keep our
members informed of what is happening in the 
Society.

Ian added: “Our generation has inherited a Society
in very good heart from previous generations and our
greatest achievement would be to leave the same
legacy, or even better, for future generations.”
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AT the Directors’ meeting it was

announced that Executive Officer

Matthew Pemberton had ten-

dered his resignation.

Matthew left the Society in mid-
February and he has been replaced
by a new temporary Executive Of-
ficer, Helen Vickery.

Helen has a variety of skills that
put her in a strong and somewhat
unusual position for working with
the ISDS as its Executive Officer.

Helen grew up in a shepherding
family and has spent her life sur-
rounded by sheep and border col-
lies. She travelled around the four
nations during her childhood at-
tending National and International
trials with her family.

Additionally, she ran her own
farming business for eight years and
so has good insight into the farming
community, sheep welfare and the management and
requirements of working dogs. 

Further complimentary skills include breeding and
training of ISDS registered work dogs. Although
Helen’s dogs were bred and trained for working with
flocks, she also achieved modest success running dogs
at local trial level and also spent time with clients look-
ing for guidance on how to train their own dogs for
work, and those wanting to start out trialling.

Helen has been an ISDS member
for a number of years and served on
the committee for the 2017 Interna-
tional at Northleach. 

For the last three years, she has
been contributing website and so-
cial media development to the ISDS
and through this has a working re-
lationship with many of the office
staff. Being a personable and socia-
ble character, Helen is also known
by members of the ISDS Council,
past and present, as well as many
directors.

Some of the requirements for the
ISDS Executive Officer role are to
be able to manage people, projects
(including National, International
and World events) and the ISDS of-
fice. 

Experience and skills that Helen
brings in this regard come not

merely from running her own businesses but, most re-
cently, from managing a veterinary practice consisting
of farm, small animal and equine entities as the Prac-
tice Manager. Invaluable experience has been gained
from managing projects and departments for busi-
nesses outside of farming.

Helen said she is thrilled to be undertaking this role.
This is a temporary position which Helen is undertak-
ing for the Society.

PUPPY REGISTRATIONS

ADDITIONAL changes the Society has been forced to make is to the registration of puppies, as the

ISDS reiterates and supports the Government measures and the restriction of only allowing essential

travel.

Veterinary practice services are currently restricted and offer service for emergency cases only, therefore
microchipping of puppies is currently not available. 

During this period, we will continue to maintain our Stud Book rules that all puppies must be 
microchipped before registration. 

Any puppies born within the period effected by Covid-19, and where this has caused a delay in 
microchipping due to movement restrictions, will be granted an extension period to the normal registration
timeline, and late registration penalty charges will not be applied. 

We ask that you do not return the form for registration of puppies until the puppies have been 
microchipped. 

In addition to the restricted services currently being offered by vets, blood and swab samples for DNA
testing will not be carried out.  

In addition to microchipping this will also have an impact on any litter of pups that requires registration,
as pups whose parents have not had eye tests prior to mating cannot be registered.

New position as exec officer



For the financial year ending October 31, 2019

THE Society reported a draft financial report at the AGM, for the year 2018-
2019. 

Overall membership has fallen by 6.2%, from 7,357 in 2018 to 6,895 (2019). 
Registrations of dogs also fell, down by 4.6% on the number of 2018 

registrations.
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FINANCIAL REPORT TO MEMBERS

Draft statement of Financial Activities
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Results of motions debated:

MOTION 1 – Rules for Trials

Proposer:            Tom Huddleston

Seconded:            Kathy Freeman

Current 3.1(i)
That the Society remove section 3.1(i) from the Rules
for Trials that requires a dog to have undertaken a
CEA  test before competing at a National trial. 

Section 3.1(i) reads, ‘All dogs at the time of entry
must have passed an examination performed by an
approved examiner or DNA tested. Dogs with a di-
agnosis of Progressive Retinal Atrophy are not eligi-
ble to run. Those with a diagnosis of Collie Eye
Anomaly may run, but the status will be indicated on
the programme by a notation of CEA’.

MOTION WITHDRAWN

MOTION 2 – ROM requirements

Proposer:             Tom Huddleston 

Seconder:            Kathy Freeman

Proposed:
That the Society remove the requirement for a dog to
have undertaken a CEA test before being Registered
on Merit (ROM).

MOTION WITHDRAWN

MOTION 3 – Rules for trials

Proposer:            Matthew Watson

Seconded:            Wendy Cole

Current rule: 6.2F
No dog shall wear or carry anything that might in any
way assist his/her performance

Proposed:
No dog shall wear or carry anything that might in any
way assist his/her performance. 
All laden or electric collars either remote controlled
or otherwise be strictly prohibited from any trial
venue.

MOTION PASSED

MOTION 4 – Directors Motions Process 

Proposer:             Ian Brownlie 

Seconder:             Con McGarry

Proposed
That as of this date, all rule additions and alterations
passed by the ISDS Directors must be voted on by all
Directors present at the AGM.

MOTION LOST

MOTION 5 – Rules for trials

Proposer:            Sue Main 

Seconder:            Mike Northwood

NB: BOLD contain amendments or additions:

2.3. Course Directors and Assistant Course Direc-

tors.

Selection:

a. The National Course and Assistant Course Direc-
tors shall be persons selected by the respective Na-
tional President and approved by Council at its
Annual Meeting at Carlisle for service in that year. 
b. The International Course and Assistant Course Di-
rectors shall be persons selected by the respective Na-
tional President and having been past International or
National Course Directors.
c. Both the Course Directors and Assistant Course Di-
rectors must be members of the Society. 
d. They should ideally both be past or present Direc-
tors of the Society. 

Duties and Responsibilities: 

e. The Course Directors are important trials’ offi-

cials, and must be respected at all times. 

f. The Assistant Course Director shall take on the du-
ties described here whenever he/she is so charged by
the Course Director or the Trials Committee. 
g. One of the Course Directors must be in visual
contact with the Judges at all times, enabling them

to convey the Judges’ Instructions to the competi-

tors or time keepers without delay; specifically in

regard to the judges’ deliberations on the shed and

single.

h. The Course Director shall call competitors in their
turn according to the programme, unless directed oth-
erwise by the Trials Committee. 
i. The Competitor must notify the Trials Secretary

and the Course Director who must ensure the

Judges are notified before the start of a run that a

nominated alternate dog will be a substitute for

the First or Second dog. 

j. Letting out Sheep Stewards at the top of the

field, and Sheep Stewards taking sheep off the

course, will work under the instruction of the

Course Directors.

k. If requested by the competitor, to explain the
course before the run starts, the Course Director shall
do so. 
l. The Course Director shall ensure that sheep are cor-
rectly presented at the top of the field in good time,
giving every competitor a fair and equal chance. 
m. After commencement of the run the Course Direc-
tors shall not communicate with the competitor unless
instructed to do so by the Judges or if so requested by
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the competitor to request the Judges to deliberate on
an unsound sheep.
n. The Course Director is empowered to refer any

issues relating to the competitor being disadvan-

taged during the run, to the judges for their delib-

eration.

o. The Course Director shall be available at all times
during the trial to convey to the competitor any in-
structions from the Judges. 
p. The Course Director may be instructed by the
Judges to stop a dog at any point of his/her trial and
order a re-run if they consider the circumstances war-
rant such action.
q. The Course Director will relay to the Competi-
tor, the Judges’ deliberation regarding where the

original run was stopped, where the commence-

ment of the re-run will be and that the points

scored before stopping takes place will stand. 

r. It is the Judges’ discretion to grant a re-run on the
basis of what they observe or what the Course Direc-
tor brings to their attention. A Competitor may not
communicate with the Judges or the Course Directors
to seek a re-run but he/she may draw the Course Di-
rector’s attention to any irregularities (e.g. unsound
sheep). 
s. The Course Director is responsible at all times for
keeping the course clear and ensuring that the com-
petitors or their dogs are not interfered with in any
way while competing.
t. The Course Director shall be immediately informed
by the Judges as to whether or not a dog shall be dis-
qualified
u. The Course Director shall inform the competitor

if he/she is directed by the judges to disqualify a

dog.

v. The Course Director will give instruction for the re-
moval of the sheep at the end of a run.

General Advice:

1. Buzzers may be used by judges at National and

International Trials for calling the single.

2. The use of two-way radios by the judges when

‘refusing’ the shed and when ‘accepting’ the single

is not advised due to the element of delay. 

3. The use of two-way radios is recommended for

all other communication between Course Director

and Judges.

4. Re-sheds should be indicated by the Judges to

the Course Director as quickly as possible; hence

why the eye contact is imperative at all times.

5. The use of radios is recommended for the set out

crews, exhaust crews and Course Director along

with other members of the local committee e.g. first

aid, Secretary, Chairman.

MOTION PASSED

MOTION 6 – Rules for Trials 

Proposer:             E W Edwards

Seconder:             Stan Harden

Current rule 3.2s & 3.2t
That Rule 3.2.s and 3.2.t shall not apply to Wales.
Qualifying for National Points.

The Course as defined in the 2016 revised Rules for
Trials 3.2b shall apply to Wales and be printed on the
Welsh National Entry Form.

MOTION LOST

MOTION 7a – Trials 
Proposer:             David Rees

Seconder:            Nigel Watkins 

Proposed:
That all dogs used for settling sheep at the National,
International and World Trials shall wear a reflective
/ coloured vest so that they are easily differentiated
from the competing dog.

MOTION PASSED

MOTION 7b – Trials 

Proposer:            Edward O’Keeffe

Seconder:             Dan Morrissey

Proposed:
Dogs which are used to let out sheep at the Interna-
tional should be wearing high visibility jackets, to
allow them to be distinguished from competing dogs. 

MOTION WITHDRAWN

MOTION 8 – ISDS Complaints Procedure 

Proposer:             Andy Jackman

Seconder:             Ian Brownlie

Proposed:
The ISDS will not consider any complaint regarding
its actions or those of any of its members unless it is
received in writing with full contact details of the
complainant, signed and dated.

MOTION PASSED

ELECTIONS
THE following were elected to Council and
agreed to take office for three years:
England – Matt Watson 
Scotland – Fiona McMillan
(Ewen Mackinnon, 1-year term) 
Wales – Meirion Owen
Ireland – Peter Morgan
All were endorsed by the Directorate.




